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Executive Summary 
The Town of Surf City seeks to develop a Comprehensive Bicycle and 

Pedestrian Master Plan providing accessibility to attractions, beach, parks, 

recreation, community centers, the Central Business District, and other 

amenities by promoting interconnectivity of non-vehicular transportation 

modes, and increasing safety for bicyclists and pedestrians.  The Town’s 

vision for the plan materialized on 11-08-13, when the Town Council 

unanimously approved resolution 2013-11-08, endorsing the establishment 

of a Bicycle and Pedestrian Steering Advisory Committee under the direction 

of Todd Rademacher, Town Planning Director. The resolution also 

authorized Cavanaugh & Associates to assist them in applying to the NC 

Department of Transportation for Bicycle and Pedestrian Planning Grant 

Funds.  The family-friendly Town desires to strengthen interconnectivity of 

existing and planned bikeways, greenways, and walking paths to promote 

wellness and healthy lifestyles, increased physical activity and livability 

among its residents and visitors. 

Family-friendly environment, healthy 

lifestyles, livability, safety as a priority, 

accessibility, and network of mobility 

The Town of Surf City is comprised of an area of approximately 5.3 miles 

within its jurisdictional limits, and borders the Town of Topsail Beach to the 

South, and North Topsail Beach to the North.  These beautiful beaches, are 

a highly desired travel destination which attract thousands of summertime 

visitors. The last official Census of 2010 estimated the population of the 

Town at 1,853, however, the Town’s seasonal population in the summer 

months brings thousands of visitors to the area per day, which can lead to 

bottlenecks and traffic congestion, which strains the existing infrastructure.  

 

  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By increasing the availability of non-vehicular transportation assets, the 

Town will promote safety, mobility and accessibility, and will encourage 

visitors and residents to walk or bike to their desired destinations, rather 

than drive, in an effort to decrease accidents and injuries, while at the 

same time promoting environmental stewardship. 

Two public Attitude Surveys and a Public Workshop were conducted to 

help determine the priorities of the plan, listen to safety concerns, and 

help determine what traffic patterns would aide in getting the Town’s 

residents and visitors to their desired destinations.  The engineering team 

also met with the town Planning Board to establish the goals and finalize 

the vision for the Plan. 

 

 




